
Pandemic Planning:  Information Kit for Infrastructure Providers

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has warned that the current risk from bird flu becoming the next human influenza pandemic is high.  The Ministry of Health (MoH) is currently updating its Pandemic Influenza Action Plan and is leading government-wide work to prepare for a possible pandemic in New Zealand.  

The continuance of key infrastructure services (particularly in emergency situations) is vital to maintain social and economic conditions.  The Ministry of Economic Development (MED) is taking a lead in fostering pandemic planning in New Zealand’s infrastructure sectors (i.e. energy, communications, transport, and water and waste sectors).  MED is being assisted by a number of other agencies, including the Ministry of Transport (on transport issues) and MoH (on overall planning, and on water and waste issues).  

This Information Kit comprises three documents:

1 A “Planning Guide” 

The Planning Guide contains a range of information, aimed primarily at “Infrastructure Providers”, that may be helpful in planning for the impact of a possible influenza pandemic on their employees and their business.  The Planning Guide:

· Briefly describes the New Zealand Government’s actions to manage any future pandemic; and

· Contains some strategies for businesses to manage these impacts, including ideas about:

· How to maintain essential activities;

· How to contain / minimise the spread of infection in the workplace.

The information is necessarily generic, and will need to be adapted to meet the needs and circumstances of each Infrastructure Provider.  

2 An Example of a New Zealand Workplace Influenza Pandemic Health Plan

This example of a recent pandemic health management plan was prepared by The Shell Company of Australia Limited (“Shell”), for use in their installations in Oceania.  

MED acknowledges Shell’s support in making this material available for consideration by other Infrastructure Providers.

	This example is provided on the basis that it is a specific internal planning document created to address circumstances that arise within Shell’s business.  Shell shall not be liable for loss suffered by any person resulting in any way from the use of, or reliance on, this material.


3
A Questions and Answers Log of Issues Raised by Infrastructure Providers
Recently asked questions, together with answers, are set out in a Q&A issues log.  The log will be updated from time to time to reflect further questions, and as further information comes to hand.  

	Disclaimer 
The Ministry of Economic Development (MED), working with the Ministries of Health and Transport, has assembled the material in these documents for the purpose of promoting good practice in New Zealand’s energy, communications, transport, and water and waste sectors in planning for a possible influenza pandemic.  The information is current as at the date of publication.  However, further work is being undertaken in this area, and consequently MED may change, delete, add to, or otherwise make amendments to this information without notice.  Users should check for more up-to-date information on MED’s website (www.med.govt.nz) and other websites listed in the documents before relying on the information contained therein.  

The information in these documents is not intended to cover every situation.  Details which may be relevant to a user’s particular circumstances may have been omitted.  Users are advised to seek professional advice before applying any information contained in this document to their own particular circumstances.  Users should always obtain appropriate professional advice on the medical issues involved. 

The Ministries accept no liability or responsibility for any acts or omissions done or omitted in reliance, in whole or in part, on these documents.  The Ministries disclaim all responsibility or liability to any person, whether in contract, equity or tort, or on any other basis, for any direct or indirect losses, illness or injury, or damage of any kind arising from use of these documents.  

The Ministries are not responsible for the contents or reliability of any websites mentioned in these documents (other than their own websites), and do not necessarily endorse the views expressed in them.  The Ministries cannot guarantee that links will work all the time, and have no control over the availability of the linked pages.
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