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This issue includes the latest information on the pandemic preparedness legislation, details about the planners workshop hosted by the Ministry at the end of May and an update on the international situation.

International situation

As of 20 June there have been 228 confirmed cases of human H5N1 infection in 10 countries.  130 of these have been fatal.  

Infections related to the family cluster (of eight) in northern Sumatra, Indonesia, appear to have burnt out, as all 56 people under observation have remained well. However, WHO comments that "The H5N1 virus is considered firmly entrenched in poultry throughout much of Indonesia. Unless this situation is urgently and comprehensively addressed, sporadic human cases will continue to occur."  

The MoH in Indonesia held a joint meeting, June 21st to 23rd, with WHO and other international agencies to review the situation and explore containment strategies.
The cumulative number of confirmed human cases reported to the World Health Organization (WHO) since December 2003 can be found at:
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/avian_influenza/country/cases_table_2006_06_20/en/index.html
A Global update can be found at http://www.oie.int/downld/AVIAN%20INFLUENZA/A_AI-Asia.htm
FAO and OIE joint conference

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) held a joint conference on 30-31 May in Rome on avian influenza and wild birds.  While the conference concluded that migrating wild birds have played (and will likely continue to play) a role in transporting highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) over long distances, attendees rejected the culling of wild birds as a method of stopping the spread of HPAI. The conference, attended by over 300 scientists from more than 100 countries, also indicated that the virus was mainly spread through poultry trade - both legal and illegal.

New Zealand situation

Law Reform (Epidemic Preparedness) Bill

The Government Administration Select Committee completed its hearings of submissions on the Bill on 21 June 2006.  Officials reported back to Select Committee on 26 June 2006.  
Joint DHB and CDEM Group Workshop

On 31 May the Ministry hosted a workshop with attendance from approximately 100 people. Attendees included representatives from the DHBs, Civil Defence Emergency Management Groups, the Ministry of Civil Defence & Emergency Management, Local Government New Zealand, the New Zealand Police, and the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet.

The primary purpose of the workshop was to clarify local and regional interagency coordination arrangements in a pandemic response. The agenda included presentations on key accountability principles, use of legislation, the role and purpose of DHB regions, the regional experiences of Bay of Plenty/Lakes, Wellington, Canterbury and Otago/Southland, and discussion workshops on coordination arrangements, legislation and professional development.

Interagency Pandemic Group

The Interagency Pandemic Group met on 1 June.  Items for discussion included: updates on the international situation relating to H5N1, pandemic modelling, and the DHB/CDEM Groups workshop.  There was also a presentation about the Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) group. 

The meeting was very informative and generated constructive discussion.  The agenda was particularly full and it is anticipated that whole of government monthly meetings will continue to be required for some time, as we consider the whole of government inter-relationship issues.
APEC Pandemic Response Exercise

APEC ran a pandemic response exercise on 7 June, in which the Ministry participated. One useful spin-off was the sharing of information such as a list of key Pacific Rim contacts.

National Laboratory Guidelines for Pandemic Influenza

National Laboratory Guidelines for Pandemic Influenza have been compiled with assistance from the New Zealand Virology Laboratory Network.  The guidelines are intended for use by health professionals and laboratory staff to ensure safe collection, handling and transport of human specimens for diagnosis of influenza with pandemic potential.  The guidelines have been published on the Ministry of Health website and hard copies distributed to all laboratories, each District Health Board and Medical Officers of Health.  

Pandemic Māori Reference Group

On 23 June 2006, the Māori Health Directorate held a meeting with the Pandemic Māori Reference Group. The meeting was attended by a range of Māori health and disability practitioners, District Health Board and National Māori organisations. The Associate Minister, Hon Mita Ririnui, attended in the afternoon session.

Key discussion topics included: the development of pandemic fact sheets for Māori communities’, Māori engagement with DHBs, access to resources (finance, education materials and people) by Māori for pandemic planning, development of a comprehensive health promotion plan, capacity and role of Māori providers, and community infrastructure and health needs.

Ministry of Health workstream updates

Info-communications workstream

Update of website

The pandemic influenza section of the Ministry of Health website has been revamped to make it easier to navigate and use. Additional resources have also been included, such as the recent TV and radio adverts, and electronic copies (including translated versions) of the 'Getting Ready for a Flu Pandemic' brochure and poster, and how to order more hard copies if you need them.
Meeting with stakeholders

The Ministry of Health communications team met with stakeholders at the end of May to discuss communications ahead of and during an influenza pandemic. These stakeholders include: Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management, Local Government New Zealand, Ministry of Social Development, the New Zealand Food and Grocery Council, and the New Zealand Retailers Association.

Pandemic Intelligence workstream

Evaluation of World Health Organisation outbreak investigation tool

The Ministry continues to maintain close working relationships with international agencies including WHO and CDC.  Most recently Ministry officials were working with a visiting WHO official to evaluate a new tool for outbreak investigation and contact management. Also involved in this exercise were ESR and Medical Officers of Health from some of the larger District Health Boards.
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